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Over the course of the 2019/20 academic
year, researchers in the BCMCR have been
producing work in response to the research
theme of ‘Materialities’. With this theme, we
were interested in exploring the ways in
which our theoretical work and practice
interact with and exist within the material
world. 

Led by Dr Iain Taylor, the theme has
produced a breadth and depth of exciting
work across each of our research clusters.
This pamphlet has been produced as part of
a series, which aims to capture a snapshot
of the ideas and discussions which have
emerged from the theme over the course of
the year, and to provide a resource for
colleagues and students who are keen to
consider notions of materiality from a range
of interdisciplinary perspectives.

For more information on Materialities at
BCMCR, or on the work of the Centre
generally, please visit our website:

www.BCMCR.org

MATERIALITIES
AT BCMCR



Introduction
 

"Oh, the Humanity": UK Radio in
Lockdown - Sam Coley 

"Freedom Dance": Jazz at
Lockdown Times - Pedro Cravinho

Materialities of Spatial
Confinement - Wales Meets
Beirut - Dima Saber

Use Hyperlocal Media - Save Lives
- Jerome Turner

Location, Agency and Hashtag
Activism during the COVID-19
Pandemic - Yemisi Akinbobola 

We're all Victorians Now 
- Kirsten Forkert 

Online communities are a
thriving space for the production
of digital materialities 
- Rachel-Ann Charles-Hatt
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D a v e  H a r t e  i s  a n  A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r  a n d  D e p u t y  H e a d  o f  t h e
B i r m i n g h a m  I n s t i t u t e  o f  M e d i a  a n d  E n g l i s h .  H e  h a s  p u b l i s h e d
w i d e l y  o n  h y p e r l o c a l  n e w s ,  f o c u s i n g  o n  h o w  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d
a m a t e u r s  r e p r e s e n t  p l a c e  t h r o u g h  j o u r n a l i s m .  H e  h a s  a l s o
w o r k e d  o n  p r o j e c t s  f o c u s e d  o n  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t
o f  t h e  c r e a t i v e  a n d  c u l t u r a l  i n d u s t r i e s  i n  t h e  U K  a n d  E u r o p e .

INTRODUCTION
DAVE HARTE
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Media and Place

Materialities

July 2020
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Slightly different versions of some of
these articles can be found on the
BCMCR website through the QR code
below.



"OH, THE HUMANITY": UK
RADIO IN LOCKDOWN

SAM COLEY
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Jazz-Hitz

"FREEDOM DANCE": JAZZ AT
LOCKDOWN TIMES

PEDRO CRAVINHO

12



One for me

For Members Only

For Members
Only
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MATERIALITIES OF SPATIAL
CONFINEMENT: WALES
MEETS BEIRUT

DIMA SABER 

14



- We only eat chicken now. Meat is so expensive that most people stopped
buying it. Soon the whole country will become vegetarian like you.   

- The dollar is trading at 9,000LL on the black market today. Imagine? The
Lebanese pound lost about 80% of its value since you were last here over
Christmas.    

- Live rounds were fired last night, on old demarcation lines
between Chiah and Ain el-Remmaneh. Did you watch the news?   

- Have we, though?  
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USE HYPERLOCAL
MEDIA - SAVE
LIVES

JEROME TURNER
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LOCATION, AGENCY
AND HASHTAG ACTIVISM 
DURING THE COVID-19 
 PANDEMIC

YEMISI AKINBOBOLA

Photo by Mattia Faloretti on Unsplash
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Blackout Tuesday took place on 2 June 2020  in response to the
killings of George Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery, and Breonna Taylor
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WE'RE ALL VICTORIANS NOW

KIRSTEN FORKERT
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ONLINE COMMUNITIES ARE 
A THRIVING SPACE FOR 
THE PRODUCTION OF
DIGITAL MATERIALITIES

RACHEL-ANN CHARLES-HATT
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Over the course of the 2019/20
academic year, researchers
from the Birmingham Centre for
Media and Cultural Research
(BCMCR) have been working in
response to the research theme
of Materialities.

Colleagues from each of the
BCMCR's research clusters were
asked to create short pieces of
writing which capture some of
the thoughts, ideas, and
discussions which have
emerged over the course of the
year in relation to the
Materialities theme. 

This work forms the basis of a
series of pamphlets which
capture the ways in which the
theme has  shaped / changed
thinking within each cluster. 


