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Over the course of the 2019/20 academic
year, researchers in the BCMCR have been
producing work in response to the research
theme of ‘Materialities’. With this theme, we
were interested in exploring the ways in
which our theoretical work and practice
interact with and exist within the material
world. 

Led by Dr Iain Taylor, the theme has
produced a breadth and depth of exciting
work across each of our research clusters.
This pamphlet has been produced as part of
a series, which aims to capture a snapshot
of the ideas and discussions which have
emerged from the theme over the course of
the year, and to provide a resource for
colleagues and students who are keen to
consider notions of materiality from a range
of interdisciplinary perspectives.

For more information on Materialities at
BCMCR, or on the work of the Centre
generally, please visit our website:

www.BCMCR.org

MATERIALITIES
AT BCMCR



Introduction
 

Materialities - the stuff that
helps us remember 
- Vanessa Jackson

When the BBC made a Blue Movie
- Oliver Carter

Materialities of Television
History - Charlotte Stevens

Tickets please!
 - Nicolas Pillai

Exploring Jazz on Television
- Pedro Caravinho 

Materiality and memory work
- Hazel Collie
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VANESSA JACKSON

MATERIALITIES - 
THE STUFF THAT 
HELPS US REMEMBER
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Nuts in May All Creatures
Great and Small
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Understanding a Photograph

Dated Photographs: The Personal Photo Album as Visual
and Textual Medium

Stuff

Visual identity in Facebook
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WHEN THE BBC 
MADE A BLUE MOVIE

Making European Cult Cinema:
Fan Enterprise in an Alternative Economy

Sexposed Hardcore Guaranteed

OLIVER CARTER
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The Pornbrokers
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Fanvids

MATERIALITIES OF
TELEVISION HISTORY 

CHARLOTTE STEVENS
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Star Trek
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Jazz as Visual Language: Film, Television and the Dissonant
Image

New Jazz
Conceptions: History, Theory, Practice Brilliant Corners:
Approaches to Jazz & Comics

TICKETS PLEASE

NICOLAS PILLAI
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Jazz 625

Studio audience ticket for recording of Jazz 625 (1965). Kept for 54 years
in collection of John Weston. Now in a frame in my house.
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Script card used by Andi Oliver during broadcast of Jazz 625 Live (2019).
On the back is the link script written by producer Janie Valentine from my
notes.

Jazz 625

Jazz 625
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Invitation to Broadcast Awards 2020. On the back are
instructions as to dress code and ceremony schedule.
Recovered from my tuxedo jacket this morning.
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EXPLORING JAZZ ON 
TELEVISION

PEDRO CRAVINHO
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on 
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planned events

on 
planned events
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HAZEL COLLIE

MATERIALITY 
AND 
MEMORY WORK
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My own television
memory treasure trove.
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 Family Secrets: Acts of Memory and Imagination

Make Room for TV: Television and the Family Ideal in Postwar
America





Over the course of the 2019/20
academic year, researchers
from the Birmingham Centre for
Media and Cultural Research
(BCMCR) have been working in
response to the research theme
of Materialities.

Colleagues from each of the
BCMCR's research clusters were
asked to create short pieces of
writing which capture some of
the thoughts, ideas, and
discussions which have
emerged over the course of the
year in relation to the
Materialities theme. 

This work forms the basis of a
series of pamphlets which
capture the ways in which the
theme has  shaped / changed
thinking within each cluster. 


