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Over the course of the 2019/20 academic
year, researchers in the BCMCR have been
producing work in response to the research
theme of ‘Materialities’. With this theme, we
were interested in exploring the ways in
which our theoretical work and practice
interact with and exist within the material
world. 

Led by Dr Iain Taylor, the theme has
produced a breadth and depth of exciting
work across each of our research clusters.
This pamphlet has been produced as part of
a series, which aims to capture a snapshot
of the ideas and discussions which have
emerged from the theme over the course of
the year, and to provide a resource for
colleagues and students who are keen to
consider notions of materiality from a range
of interdisciplinary perspectives.

For more information on Materialities at
BCMCR, or on the work of the Centre
generally, please visit our website:

www.BCMCR.org

MATERIALITIES
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OBSCENE MATERIALS

Making European Cult Cinema:
Fan Enterprise in an Alternative Economy

Sexposed Hardcore Guaranteed

OLIVER CARTER
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THE EDWARD COLSTON
EXPERIENCE

MARTIN COX
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‘We have an experience when the material experienced
runs its course to fulfilment. Then, and then only is it
integrated within and demarcated in the general stream
of experience from other experiences... Such an experience
is a whole and carries with it its own individualizing quality
and self-sufficiency. It is an experience 
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Photograph: "Former Site of Statue of Slave Trader Edward Colston, Bristol"
by sgwarnog2010 is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0



MANUSCRIPT, MYTHS, AND
MUSICAL MATERIAL

KIRSTY DEVANEY

Young
Composers Project

Creativity in Education
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Teacher  It worries me that some examiners will “look down on” other forms
of notation

17



Teacher I worry that use of stave notation will become more important
than musical development and expression 
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The Politics of Expertise in Cultural
Labour: Arts, Work, Inequalities Craft Entrepreneurship. 

MATERIALITIES AND 
CRAFT VALUE

KAREN PATEL
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A maker creating jewellery as part of the Women’s Maker
Movement project, organised by Craftspace Birmingham

and Shelanu, 2019.
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Over the course of the 2019/20
academic year, researchers
from the Birmingham Centre for
Media and Cultural Research
(BCMCR) have been working in
response to the research theme
of Materialities.

Colleagues from each of the
BCMCR's research clusters were
asked to create short pieces of
writing which capture some of
the thoughts, ideas, and
discussions which have
emerged over the course of the
year in relation to the
Materialities theme. 

This work forms the basis of a
series of pamphlets which
capture the ways in which the
theme has  shaped / changed
thinking within each cluster. 


